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Symphonies. Chambers received a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance from
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Skewball was Commissioned by the Members of the Lubbock Concert Band, Lubbock, Texas, Mr. Jerry Gowler, Director, and
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About Skewball

Skewball - what an interesting word! I discovered this particular word when I was perusing through the Road Folk Song Index,
which is a database of around 250,000 references to nearly 25,000 English language folk songs. The title Skewball caught my
attention (#456 in the index), and I soon learned that it was the name of an 18th-century British racehorse! There are actually two
versions of the sporting ballad, titled either “Skewball” or “Stewball,” but in both songs, the title horse is the underdog in the
race, going up against a favored grey mare (most often called “Griselda” or “Mary”). Skewball eventually wins the race.

When the commissioning directors first approached me about composing this work, there were a couple of requests. First, could
the piece have a variety of interesting color (timbre) choices throughout and not necessarily be tutti scoring or “predictable” all
the time? Second, was there a way to do this while still making it achievable for bands that might not always have complete
instrumentation? My goal, then, was to pass smaller motifs, rhythmic ideas, and larger themes around the band constantly, so that
everyone would have interesting parts to play and the audience would hear a variety of color. At the same time, I chose solo
instruments that could also be cued elsewhere. Overall, I tried to pull from my experience over many years studying and
performing works by one of my favorite and most influential composers, Percy Grainger. I hope you can hear a bit of that
influence as you listen to this lively, upbeat work!
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